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EDITORIAL COMMENT 923 

Headquarters for the Congress have been established in the Pan- 
American Union, Washington, D. C, and the Shoreham Hotel has been 
designated as the headquarters for Section VI in which the members of 
the American Society of International Law are particularly interested. 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

The origin and preliminary steps toward the formation of the Amer- 
ican Institute of International Law, which was founded October 12, 
1912, are given in detail in the editorial comments of the Journal 
for October, 1912, p. 949 and January, 1913, p. 163. Briefly stated, 
for the last four years a movement has been on foot to found a na- 
tional society of international law in every American Republic, making 
in all twenty-one national societies, which will affiliate with an American 
Institute of International Law, to be composed of five members recom- 
mended by each of the national societies, making in all 105 members of 
the Institute. The local societies are the national element; the American 
Institute is the international element. The two, as becomes American 
institutions, are federated one with the other, and the principle of local 
government and of election obtains. The members of the American 
Institute are not to be indiscriminately chosen, but recommended by 
the national bodies from among their membership. Every member of a 
national society may, upon complying with the constitution and by- 
laws of the American Institute, be an associate member and take part 
in all the proceedings of the Institute of a scientific character. It is 
hoped that each national society will be a center for the study and the 
popularization of the principles of international law within the particu- 
lar country, whereas the Institute will give direction to the work of the 
local societies and will consider the topics selected for its study and 
investigate from the broad, international standpoint that must neces- 
sarily be the case when an equal number of publicists of each of the 
countries come together to discuss questions of an interest to all. 

The organizers of the American Institute are now happy to announce 
through the columns of the Journal that a national society of interna- 
tional law has been formed in each of the following American Republics: 
Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nica- 
ragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela in addition to the 
United States. That is to say, national societies exist in nineteen of the 
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twenty-one American Republics. Steps have been taken by the charter 
members of the American Institute and interested publicists to form na- 
tional societies in the remaining three countries, namely, Ecuador, Haiti, 
and Salvador, and it is believed that these societies will be established in 
each of the countries within the next few weeks. It is planned to hold 
the first session of the Institute in Washington in connection with and 
to formally inaugurate it under the auspices of the Second Pan-American 
Scientific Congress; and it is confidently hoped that representatives 
will be present from a society of international law in every American 
Republic. 

The formation of a society of international law in each of the American 
Republics, affiliated with the American Institute of International Law, 
composed of their chosen representatives, is no common event, if it be 
borne in mind that these countries lack but two of a majority of the 
states represented in the Second Hague Peace Conference in 1907. The 
hope of the members of the national societies and of the American 
Institute is that international law will be studied and popularized in 
each country, that by means of the American Institute the position of 
American publicists will be made known to the world at large; and that 
by the co-operation of the national societies and of the Institute inter- 
national law will be developed in such a way as to meet the needs of the 
society of nations. Such co-operation is expressly provided for in the 
Constitution of the American Society of International Law, which states 
that in order "to foster the study of international law and promote 
the establishment of international relations on the basis of law and jus- 
tice * * * it will co-operate with other societies in this and other 
countries having the same object." In conformity with this constitu- 
tional provision, the Society voted at its last meeting 1 to affiliate with 
the American Institute and it will discuss at its forthcoming meeting 
how it can best co-operate with the societies of international law, in the 
other American Republics in promoting their common objects. 

THE ATTITUDE OF JOURNALS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW IN TIME OF WAR 

A comment in the last number of the Journal stated the attitude that 
a journal of international law in a neutral country should observe toward 
belligerents. 2 A recent letter to the Berliner Tageblaffl of September 24, 

1 April 25, 1914, Proceedings, pp. 231-232. 

2 July, 1915, pp. 709-710. 



